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FIELD TRIP

LONGUICH, GERMANY

+ At ths Longen Schidder Winery,
the 20 grest houses,

by ltalian

architect Matteo Thun, are

surrounded by fruit Lr

s Each

nouse foatures a swal wooden
deck and a private garden

88 NOW/DEC

LIKE MOSTVILLAGES r the Moselle Valley, Longuich
15 detted with signposts directing you to guest
houses and wne taverrs. | ne country,
German style, and the region is a p
for stracsed-cut rorthern Euroncans looking for
paacefid walks along rerrant'c patae, accompa-
nied cf course, by a class or two o’ the region's
signature Riesling. While tracitonsl kitsch is the
standard for rew suildings here - think fake timber
frames and gab ed 100fs - ona new development
bravely stands vut. Last spring, C
Mattea Thun comalzsted 20 impescably refined
stane 7uts for the Longan Schidder Winery,
offering tourists & furdamentally different kind of
vineyarc experience.

For a winery in Germany's Moselle Vallay
Matteo
ishicaledy A
turedin to their surroundings

B BRENDAN CORMIER

wn designed simple yet
abins Lhal

It all started seven years aga, when oviners
Markus and Sabins Lengen came across a feature
about Trun in 3 German magazne and felta
ection. Wi
their vineyard-res
he was teir first chaice “hun respondad envhusi-
astically o the small commission, eager 10 wark
in & region steeped in history and creftsmanship.

His big ideawas not to construct cne building
but several small ones. He arqued that a sincle
wolame wouldi't be special snough for
highly sompatitive hospitality market. Instead,
he propesed turning each hotelroominta its own
lictie hut

These mini-homes (hauschen), a3 Marsus
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Longen cala therm, epitomize crafted luxury and
raf nec cetal. Inspired by the vintrers' cabins
scattered shroughout the hills, they reflect Thun's
appreciation o
the choice o™ b
outer walls 2nd the roof and oak for the massive
sand the Inter.or floors ard most
of the furniture. These materials are used with
great care ang ingenuity, the -ecessad mortar of
the stone facade 1s braced with steel, giving the
e affect of dry-laid stone. As for
eak, Thun employed expert lozsl woadwerkers to
fashion precise deor f-ames, ensuring that the
stene and the Dak met perfectly flush

Fer the interiors, _cngen emphasized the need

for a space whers his guests could cecelerate from
ther fast-paced lives. Inresponse, Thun's comgact
20-square-metre roomscontain little tc distract
the eye. The walls and the pLehed ceiing form

& continuous exgansa of creamy white plaster,
and the minimal 2ak furishngs - abhad a desk
achair and a ladder - create a contemplative,
harmanicus still ife.

Agida from hie carser as an architect, Thur
has an illustnous reputation fer product desian,

Milar back in 1381 with founder Ettors Sotteass,
anc later act ng as art director for Swatch 1 is
o surprise that much of his architecture reflects
this histery, resembling seautifully sculpted

« « Local stone covers the
housas’ facades. Recsssed mortar
braced with steel gives the effect
of dry |sid stone.

< Twenty guest houses, s recertly
extended restaurant and the mair
house are situated an the winery's
, surreundad by vineyards.
# \isitors canchoose their cwn
gardens - “rom shade garden

to herk garden or even fragrart
rasa qardan

+ Among the many pleasures is
the wirery's signaturs Rissling

asta

abjects enlarged toan architectursl size. The hu:s
coudeven be viewad 23 scaled-up miniatures
oluckec fromachikd's macel tran set The bed
Frarme, the desh i the bathroon ik were all
des gned by Thun, ard he ever sketchad the label
for Longen's signature Riesling

Marc-Arroine Laugier's seminal “Essay on Archi-
tecture,” peaned in extolled the virtues of the
orimitiva het, calling for  return to eimplicity ard
madesty narchitectare. AL the Longen Schioder
Winery, Matteo Thun takes Laugier's words to
anather leval, creating an architecture that inits
sophistication is far from orimitive. but which
nonatheless offers awalccme return to Nature.
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